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PRVNI POKUSY PRONIKNOUT
VYVEREM REKY PUNKVY

Od pocatku 19. stoleti se v Moravském krasu rozviji obor spjaty s priizkumem krasu, tedy speleologie.
Vznikaji prvni mapy jeskyni a badatelé cilené pronikaji do novych podzemnich prostor.

Predmétem zajmu se stal i vyvér Punkvy v Pustém Zlebu. Prvnim badatelem, ktery se roku 1808 pokusil

na voru proplout proti proudu Punkvy, byl Hugo FrantiSek Salm. O necelé piilstoleti v obdobi sucha

podnikl stejnym zplisobem pranik Dr. Jindfich Wankel a roku 1883 jej nasledoval i Dr. Martin Kriz.

VSechny badatele vsak na stejném misté zastavily skaly nofici se pod hladinu Punkvy, dnesni Wankltv sifon.
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Vyvér Punkvy na konci 19. stoleti
Punkva River outflow at the end of the 19th century.

OBDOBI 1909 - 1933 HLAVNI OBJEVY
ot PL?I\?%EVNICH JESKYNI

Speleologické pruzkumy na tzemi Moravského krasu jsou v prvni poloviné 20. stoleti spjaty s osobou
Karla Absolona. Se svymi spolupracovnikypronikal do znamych i dosud neprozkoumanych
jeskynich systému a provadél zde vyzkum a dokumentaci. Jeho hlavnim cilem bylo objevit

a také verejnosti zpristupnit tehdy neznamé prostory mezi propasti Macochou a vyvérem Punkvy

v Pustém zlebu. Dne 26. zafi se podafrilo ¢leniim sekce pro vyzkum jeskyn pri brnénském Klubu
prirodovédném proniknout do Pfredniho dému Punkevnich jeskyni. V dalSich letech pak objevy
pokracovaly smérem k propasti Macocha a roku 1914 se podafrilo Punkevni jeskyné suchou cestou se
dnem Macochy propojit. V letech 1920 - 1933 pak Absolon se svymi spolupracovniky postupné objevil
podzemni prostory na aktivnim toku Punkvy. Unikatnim pocdinem badatelt bylo vycerpani 33 metra
hlubokého Zlého sifonu, ktery byl posledni prekazkou v objevné cesté.

Prof. Karel Absolon

Objevitelé v Pfrednim dodmu
Punkevnich jeskyni v roce 1909
Cave discoverers in the Front Dome
of Punkva Caves in 1909

Objevny komin v Pfrednim dému
Discovery chimney in the Front Dome
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Karel Tunal DiviSek pri prizkumu
Karel Tunal DiviSek doing a research

Badatel Karel Tunal DiviSek na podzemni Punkvé
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Objevitelé po vycerpani Zlého sifonu. Zleva: Vladimir Brandstetter, Karel Tunal Divisek,

Jan Suchanek, Vladimir Ondrousek

Cave discoverers after successful Bad Siphon pumping. From the left: Vladimir Brandstetter,
Karel Tunal Divisek, Jan Suchanek, Vladimir Ondrousek

OBJEVY VE 2. POLOVINE 20. STOLETI

Po druhé valce vznik na jizni Moravé Speleologicky klub Brno, ktery sdruzoval amatérské badatelské skupiny. Pozdéji bylo toto sdruzeni spolu
s dalimi skupinami v Cechich a na Moravé zmé&néno na Ceskou speleologickou spoleénost. Clenové ZO CSS 6-20 Moravsky kras ucinili

v 80. a 90. letech vyznamné objevy ve Sklenénych domech Punkevnich jeskyni. K nejkrasnéjsim noveé objevenym castem patri obrovska
prostora Katedrala s kominem, ktery konci jen nékolik metrti pod povrchem. Pro snadnéjsi pristup byl zde roku 1994 do objevt prorazen
horni vchod. Speleologické prizkumy v Punkevnich jeskynich nadale pokracuji.

Katedrala, dom objeveny roku 1988 ve Sklenenych domech
Cathedral, a dome that was discovered in 1988 in Glassy Dome

1 5 L T B = " . o Iy ™ B I »
A sWrg « y.: 1 [ >y Wl 5
| g ’ oy i C | . r
" i i J A & J ™ f ) ¥ ]
- ko - '.- o
- ‘ Ne
¥

\ ; } i _ ‘ -
- i | - W . i ¢ ¥ e e
A f : 4 j .

. ] j " ¥ . B | ]
r 1 v i i i

b T

b T - =
N e i

e e

-

-

-
L

Hugo Frantisek Salm

| Rbrilde Bid

Skalni sténa v pustem zlebu v miste vyveru Punkvy v roce 1886
Rock wall near the Punkva River outflow in the Pusty Zleb Canyon - 1886

Cave explorer Karel Tunal DiviSek on the underground Punkva river

OF JHE BUNKVA

A

FIRST ATTEMPTS TO PENETRATE THROUGH
THE PUNKVA RIVER OUTFLOW

Since the beginning of the 19th century in the Moravian Karst a new branch of study focused on a karst research - speleology

— has been developing. At that time first cave maps were made and the cave explorers started to penetrate into new
underground spaces with a certain goal. Also the Punkva river outflow in the Pusty Zleb Canyon was the object of attention for
all of them. Hugo FrantiSek Salm was the first explorer, who in the year 1808 used a simple raft to sail up the Punkva river.
About fifty years later in a dry season Dr. Jindrich Wankel did the same and in 1883 Dr. Martin Kriz as well. However all
explorers were stopped at the same place by rock walls leading under the Punkva water surface - today’s Wankel’s Siphon.
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Vyvér Punkvy, fotografie z roku 1903
Punkva River outflow, picture from the year 1903

1909 ~ 1933 - THE MOST IMPORTANT
ISCOVERIES OF THE PUNKVA CAVES

In the first half of the 20th century the speleological researches in the Moravian Karst were associated
with a man whose name was Karel Absolon. Karel Absolon and his co-workers penetrated into known
and also unknown unexplored cave systems and did a research and documentation there.

The main goal of his work was to discover and open to the public the unknown cave spaces between
the Macocha Abyss and the Punkva river outflow in the Pusty Zleb Canyon. On September 26th the
members of the Caves exploration section (Club of natural history - Brno) penetrated into the Front
Dome of the Punkva Caves. In the next years many new cave spaces were discovered towards

the Macocha Abyss. In 1914 they connected the dry part of the Punkva Caves with the Macocha Abyss.
In the years 1920 - 1933 Karel Absolon and his co-workers discovered gradually the underground spaces
on the active flowing of the Punkva river. An unique act was pumping out a 33m deep ,,Bad Siphon*.
That siphon was the last barrier on their discovery way.
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Plidorysny plan Punkevnich jeskyni z roku 1915
Punkva Caves ground plan from the year 1915
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Cerpadla v ZIém sifonu
Pumps in the Bad Siphon

Spusténi Cerpadel do Zleho sifonu
Putting pumps into the Bad Siphon
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Pudorysny plan Punkevnich jeskyni po otevreni vodni plavby v roce 1933.
Punkva Caves ground plan after their water part opening to the publicin 1933
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Potapédsky prazkum Dolniho jezirka na dné Macochy
Diving research of the Bottom Lake in the Macocha Abyss

DISCOVERIES IN THE SECOND HALF OF THE 20TH CENTURY

After the World War Il. in the South Moravia a Speleological Club Brno was established. This club grouped all amateur caves exploring groups. Later this club

with other groups in Bohemia and Moravia was changed into the Czech Speleological Society. In the 80’s and 90’s members of ZO CSS Moravsky kras did important
discoveries in s.c. Glassy Domes of Punkva Caves. One of the most beautiful parts that were discovered was a huge dome called a Cathedral.

There was found a chimney, that ended just a few meters under the surface. In 1994 an upper entrance was made at that place. The speleologists in the Punkva Caves
still keep researching.



