KATERINSKA JESKYNE — JESKYNE PRAVEKYCH KRESEB
CATHERINE (KATERINSKA) CAVE — CAVE OF PREHISTORIC DRAWINGS

Od roku 2016 probiha ve vnitrnich prostorach staré Katerinske jeskyne rozsahly epigraficky vyzkum. Na vyzkumu se podili Sprava jeskyni Ceské republiky, Univerzita Palackého v Olomouci
a Ustav jaderné fyziky AV CR. Kromé recentnich napist, podpist, letopoétii a dalSich textd byly na fadé mist staré Katefinské jeskyné nalezeny uhlikové kresebné stopy — rtizné skupmy car
a skvrn. Ty byly v nékolika etapach vyzkumu po citlivém odbéru vzorku uhliku podrobeny radiouhlikové analyze ktera dokaze urcit jejich stari. Vysledky téchto dataci ukazaly, ze nékteré
uhlikové kresby na sténach jeskyné jsou nejstarsimi jeskynnimi kresbami na tizemi Ceské republiky. Navic ¢asové koresponduji s nalezy z poéatku neolitu uéinénymi prevazné v druhé
poloviné 19. stoleti v portalu Katerinské jeskyne a okoli. Objeveny byly i mladsi pravékeé kresby, jednak z obdobi lengyelské kultury a také z doby halstatské. K1. 10. 2023 je ve staré Katerinske
jeskyni celkem 13 prokazatelné pravekych kreseb, jejichz stari je vrozmezi cca 2800-7200 let. Je zrejmeé, ze populace lidi, kteri zili v jednotlivych obdobich pravéeku v oblasti Moravského krasu,
opakované navstévovaly skrz 60 metru dlouhou nizkou vstupni chodbu prostory Hlavniho domu a jeho odbocky. Je pravdépodobné, ze mohutny dém, ktery lidé asi sotva dokazali osvitit

lou€emi a dalsi prilehlé prostory povazovali za svatyni amozna zde vykonavali i ritualni obrady. Epigraficky vyzkum staré jeskyné bude nadale pokracovat.

Since 2016, extensive epigraphic research has been taking place in the interior of the Old Catherine Cave. The Cave Administration of the Czech Republic, Palacky University in Olomouc
and Institute of Nuclear Physics of the CAS participate in the research. In addition to the recent inscriptions, signatures, years and other texts, carbon drawing traces - various groups of lines
and spots - have been found in many places of the Old Catherine Cave. These were analyzed using radiocarbon analysis in several stages of research after gentle carbon sampling to determine
their age. The results of this dating showed that some of the carbon drawings on the cave walls are the oldest cave drawings in the Czech Republic. Moreover, they correspond in time with
the early Neolithic finds made mainly in the second half of the 19th century in the portal of Catherine Cave and its surroundings. Younger prehistoric drawings were also discovered, both from
the Lengyel culture and the Hallstatt period. As of 1 October 2023, there are a total of 13 proven prehistoric drawings in the Old Catherine Cave, whose age ranges from approximately 2800
to 7200 years. It is evident that the populations of people who lived in the Moravian Karst area in the various periods of prehistory repeatedly visited the Main Dome and its branches through
the 60-meter-long low entrance passage. It is probable that the massive dome, which people probably could hardly light with torches, and the adjacent areas were considered a sanctuary
and perhaps ritual ceremonies were held here. Epigraphic research in the Old Catherine Cave will continue.
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PUDORYSNA MAPA STARE KATERINSKE JESKYNE S VYZNACENIM POZIC PRAVEKYCH KRESEB.
( CISLA KORESPONDUJI S CISLY FOTOGRAFII )

PLAN MAP OF OLD CATHERINE CAVE WITH POSITIONS OF PREHISTORIC DRAWINGS
(NUMBERS CORRESPOND WITH NUMBERS OF THE PHOTOGRAPHS).
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